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The Asian Palate: An Interview with Jeannie Cho Lee 

English  |  繁體中文

Ken Yeh: As you demonstrate in your book, different places in Asia 

have very diverse types of cuisine and there are so many flavours - 

often within the same meal! So how do you go about defining the 

Asian Palate? 

Jeannie Cho Lee: There is no concrete definition for the Asian Palate. It is a 

dialogue, a journey - it is yet to be defined. The American or European palate is 

better understood, especially with respect to wine – the role of fine wine 

merchants based in London helped to bring that dialogue into place years ago. In 

Asia there has been no dialogue so far. I don’t consider myself to have answers 

to all the questions, but I have started asking them. I think it’s the next 

generation that will find the answers. 

In the introduction to your book you mention that your mother is 

an excellent cook. What is your favourite childhood dish? And what 

wine would you pair with it? 

It’s a Korean street food called tteokbokki (or topokki), a real comfort food. It is 

tubes of rice cakes fried with chili paste, garlic, sugar and onions. I used to eat it 

and cry it was so spicy. I would avoid anything too tannic or oaky as that would 

prolong the spicy burn by about 22 to 45 seconds – I’ve calculated! So, I would 

choose a wine with very strong fruity flavours, maybe a nice pinot noir from 

New Zealand for something more refreshing. That being said, there are some 

people who enjoy prolonging the spicy flavour of the food. If this is so I would 

recommend a New World wine – something complex like the Rayas Chateauneuf 

du Pape in your sale. 

I can remember a time when my family would enjoy dinner with a 

bottle of cognac. In your experience of travelling around Asia, have 

you noticed any growing trends in the way that people pair drinks 

with their food?  

It’s true that many people, still today, enjoy spirits with their food. But trends 

are changing slowly. I think it is because of the high alcohol content that people 

are used to that there is a greater preference for the burn and full bodied texture 

of mature reds. White wine is generally underrated here because it is too light 

and fresh for people’s palates. I have also noticed that in cultures where people 

are accustomed to drinking bitter tea, they are more inclined to choose very 

tannic red wines. 

And what about Champagne? 

Champagne definitely carries a luxury image. It is burst open when hosting 

special events and parties and so is often used in a celebratory context. But I 

think more and more people are realising that it is an essential way to start a 

meal and that it is certainly part of a wider range of wines that should be 

considered by any connoisseur. 

 

We have a few double magnums and imperials in the sale. What are 

the advantages of large format bottles? 

Large formats have yet to receive the recognition they deserve in Asia. Not 

everyone realizes that the ageing process is different because of the smaller air 

to liquid ratio in large format bottles. As a result they are younger and fresher – 

this adds to their quality and value since they age longer. 

Personally I am a fan of Burgundy but in my experience it seems 

that many Asians have a preference for Bordeaux wines. Do you 

think people are starting to recognise the qualities of a good 

Burgundy? 

Burgundy is a more difficult region to understand because of the numerous 

appellations and a large number of small producers. The region is significantly 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Page 1 / 3

http://www.christies.com/
http://www.christies.com/features/welcome/
http://www.christies.com/features/welcome/french/
http://www.christies.com/features/welcome/chinese/
http://www.christies.com/Features/2010-may-the-asian-palate-jeanie-cho-lee-642-1.aspx#
https://www.christies.com/MyChristies/login.aspx
https://www.christies.com/MyChristies/ClientInformation.aspx
http://www.christies.com/Features/2010-may-the-asian-palate-jeanie-cho-lee-642-1.aspx#
http://www.christies.com/calendar/?CID=5447010009101
http://www.christies.com/services/buying-services.aspx?CID=5447010009102
http://www.christies.com/services/selling-services.aspx?CID=5447010009103
http://www.christies.com/services/other-services.aspx?CID=5447010009104
http://www.christies.com/about/?CID=5447010009105
http://www.christies.com/LotFinder/advanced_search.aspx
http://www.christies.com/departments/
http://www.christies.com/results/
http://www.christies.com/about/press-center/
http://www.christies.com/services/publications/
http://www.christies.com/viewings/
http://www.christies.com/chinese/?CID=5449010008702a
http://www.christies.com/Features/index.aspx
http://www.christies.com/Features/2010-may-the-asian-palate-jeanie-cho-lee-642-1.aspx?languagetypeid=3
http://www.christies.com/Features/index.aspx?CategoryID=9
http://www.christies.com/Features/index.aspx?FeatureTypeID=1
http://www.christies.com/features/welcome/dutch/
http://www.christies.com/features/welcome/german/
http://www.christies.com/features/welcome/spanish/
http://www.christies.com/features/welcome/italian/
http://www.christies.com/features/welcome/russian/
http://www.christies.com/features/welcome/japanese/
http://www.christies.com/Features/2010-may-the-asian-palate-jeanie-cho-lee-642-1.aspx#
http://www.christies.com/Features/2010-may-the-asian-palate-jeanie-cho-lee-642-1.aspx#
http://www.christies.com/Features/2010-may-the-asian-palate-jeanie-cho-lee-642-1.aspx#
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=398|5611&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601af
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=3635&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601a
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=422&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601b
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=7&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601p
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=8919&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601c
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=14&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601d
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=16&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601e
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=24&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601g
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=8917&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601t
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=2&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601v
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=7801&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601w
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=8248|340|8918|7801&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601x
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=296|354&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601y
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=348|2|3|8917|8918&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601z
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=7795&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601ad
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=3637&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601i
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=12&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601j
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=2327&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601k
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=20&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601l
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=2344|7792&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601m
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=18&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601n
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=7799&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601ae
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=3&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601o
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=7797&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601aa
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=28&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601ab
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=29&sortby=date&CID=5447010010601ac


smaller than Bordeaux so the wines are less available and supply is tiny for the 

top wines. Recently there have been a lot more Burgundy wine tastings in Asia – 

it has always been very popular in Japan. Food there goes much better with 

Burgundy. I have a feeling it is partly linked to their ageing population. Older 

wine enthusiasts are more likely to want a lighter more gentle wine. Burgundies 

are very elegant and nuanced. 

We have an exquisite collection of Château d’Yquem wines in our 

forthcoming auction. What are your thoughts on sweet wines? 

Château d’Yquem is unparalleled in quality – there are few Sauternes that can 

match it. In terms of pairing it with food, my response would differ depending on 

the age of the wine. The characteristics of a young Y'quem are fresh, sweet and 

light, like a mango sago. After 15 years of maturation it becomes more refined, 

and more of a food wine. I would pair the wine from your sale with soy-based 

dishes or even a delicate seafood dish. Many Shanghainese dishes would go very 

well. Lion’s head meatballs for example would be a perfect combination. 

So now that your book is out, would you care to share with us what 

you are working on next?  

I have just launched my newest project - the Asian Palate website. It contains 

hundreds of articles and commentaries on food and wines, along with all my 

unpublished tasting notes from recent years. I just returned from Bordeaux 

after tasting over 400 wines from the 2009 vintage and these are all up and 

available already on the website. This is a preview site and the full launch of the 

website will be in May 2010 during Vinexpo. 

Visit Jeannie’s site: AsianPalate.com. For more tips on pairing wine and food, 

buy Jeannie Cho Lee’s book, ASIAN PALATE, available from 

TheAsset.com, Amazon.com and local book retailers. 

Jeannie ’s wine suggestions: 

Lots 50 & 154 Chateau Latour, Vintage 1959 

Lots 101-103 Chateau Haut-Brion, Vintage 1989 

Lots 189 & 190 Chateau d’Yquem, Vintages 1918 & 1919 
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Sale 2800 

FINEST AND RAREST WINES INCLUDING THE LIQUID GOLD 

COLLECTION 

29 May 2010 

Hong Kong 
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Lot , Sale 2800 
 

Lot 154, Sale 2800 
Château Latour--Vintage 1959  
6 bottles per lot 

Lot 101, Sale 2800 
Château Haut-Brion--Vintage 1989  
6 magnums per lot 

Lot 102, Sale 2800 
Château Haut-Brion--Vintage 1989  
12 bottles per lot 

Lot 103, Sale 2800 
Château Haut-Brion--Vintage 1989  
12 bottles per lot 

Lot 189, Sale 2800 
Château d'Yquem--Vintage 1918  
2 bottles per lot 

Lot , Sale 2800 
 

 
 
 

Page 2 / 3

http://www.asianpalate.com/
http://www.theasset.com/storage/File/2010/ads/left/Wine%20Book-web%20link(1).pdf
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?intSaleID=22985
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?intSaleID=22985
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314732
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?intSaleID=22985
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314732
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314837
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?intSaleID=22985
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314837
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314785
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?intSaleID=22985
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314785
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314786
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?intSaleID=22985
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314786
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314787
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?intSaleID=22985
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314787
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314873
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?intSaleID=22985
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314873
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314874
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?intSaleID=22985
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.aspx?intObjectID=5314874
http://www.christies.com/departments/department.aspx?DID=61


Features Archive  >  Wine   |  Article 

Related Artists 

Chateau d'Yquem 

Chateau Haut-Brion 

Chateau Latour 

Keywords 

Wine, Spirits & Cigars 

Chateau d'Yquem 

Chateau Haut-Brion 

Chateau Latour 

Double-magnum 

Impériale 

  

 

  

6What's your passion?

6What do you wish to spend?

Find matching lots

Track lots, view condition reports, place 

bids, and watch auctions in real time with 

Christie's Live™  

Sign in or Join  

View Site Demo  

We'll let you know when upcoming sales 

include items that match your interests.  

Get started  

 

Watch auctions in real time 

and bid online with Christie's 

LIVE™  

Learn more  

 

Salerooms: Amsterdam Dubai Geneva Hong Kong London, King Street London, South Kensington Milan New York Paris Zürich All Offices

All Christie's sites: Christie's Christie's Fine Art Storage Services Christie's Education Christie's Great Estates Haunch of Venison Forever

© Christie's 2009Contact Us Job Opportunities FAQ Privacy Security Terms & Conditions Site Map Site Demo 

Partners Features On the Go Online Communities 

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com 

Page 3 / 3

http://artist.christies.com//Chateau-dYquem-52605.aspx
http://artist.christies.com//Chateau-Haut-Brion-52634.aspx
http://artist.christies.com//Chateau-Latour-52674.aspx
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=29
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=52605
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=52634
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=52674
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=3608
http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/searchresults.aspx?searchids=3610
http://www.christies.com/Features/index.aspx
http://www.christies.com/Features/index.aspx?CategoryID=9
http://www.christies.com/Features/index.aspx?FeatureTypeID=1
http://www.christies.com/
https://www.christies.com/MyChristies/login.aspx
https://www.christies.com/MyChristies/login.aspx
https://www.christies.com/MyChristies/ClientInformation.aspx
http://www.christies.com/features/demo/
https://www.christies.com/mychristies/saveinterests/index.aspx
http://www.christies.com/mychristies/save_interest.aspx
http://www.christies.com/livebidding/index.aspx
http://www.christies.com/livebidding/index.aspx
http://www.christies.com/livebidding/index.aspx
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/amsterdam/
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/dubai/
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/geneva/
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/hong-kong/
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/king-street/
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/south-kensington/
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/milan/
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/new-york/
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/paris/
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/zurich
http://www.christies.com/about/locations/
http://www.christies.com/
http://www.cfass.com/
http://www.christieseducation.com/
http://www.christiesgreatestates.com/
http://www.haunchofvenison.com/
http://www.forever-christies.com/
http://www.christies.com/
http://www.christies.com/about/help/contact/
http://www.christies.com/about/careers/
http://www.christies.com/about/help/faq/
http://www.christies.com/about/help/privacy/
http://www.christies.com/about/help/security/
http://www.christies.com/about/help/terms/
http://www.christies.com/about/help/sitemap/
http://www.christies.com/features/demo/
http://www.christies.com/partners/
http://www.christies.com/features/
http://www.christies.com/on-the-go/
http://www.christies.com/on-the-go/communities/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com/?ref=PDF

