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Celebrate the diversity and quality of Italian wines at Grandi Marchi’s inaugural
Grand Tasting in Hong Kong

(HONG KONG, November 8, 2010) —The much-anticipated Grandi Marchi Grand Tasting on Tuesday, November 23,
from 2 to 8pm will enable Hong Kong wine professionals as well as wine lovers to taste some of the best wines that
Italy has to offer.

The trade and media seminar will be led by Jeannie Cho Lee, the first Asian Master of Wine and will consist of pairing
Italian wines from nearly every classic region of Italy with local dishes. This will be followed by the Grand Tasting —
showcasing over 80 of the very best Italian wines from highly regarded producers such as Marchesi Antinori (Tuscany),
Ca del Bosco (Lombardy), Carpene Malvolti (Veneto), Michele Chiarlo (Piedmont), Donnafugata (Sicily), Ambrogio e
Giovanni Folonari (Tuscany), Jermann (Friuli), Alois Lagader (Alto Adige), Lungarotti (Umbria), Masi (Veneto),
Mastroberardino (Campania), Pio Cesare (Piedmont), Rivera (Apuglia), Umani Ronchi (Marches), and Tasca
D’Almerita (Sicily).

Jeannie Cho Lee’s seminar on pairing Italian wines with Chinese dishes will demonstrate the impact of strong Asian
flavours on wine and emphasise the importance of texture when pairing wine with local dishes. Typical dishes using
traditional Asian cooking methods such as steaming, stir-frying, slow braising and roasting will be matched with
different wine styles. Jeannie said, “This will be a wonderful opportunity to taste and experience first-hand how the
diverse styles of top Italian wines can work with the typical flavours found in Chinese dishes. I hope the seminar will
inspire more people to experiment with various Italian wines with their daily Chinese meals at home.”

Please note there is no admission fee to the Grandi Marchi event, however, reservations by email will be necessary to
ensure entry due to limited capacity. Members of the press and trade are welcome to sign up for the food and wine
pairing seminar as well as early entry to the Grand Tasting. Please register via email to events@asianpalate.com with
guests’ names and contact details and we will send our official invitations. Due to high response rate since the event’s
debut release, we strongly encourage guests to register as soon as possible in order to avoid disappointment.
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About the Grandi Marchi

The Institute of Fine Italian Wines - Premium Brands is the result of the determination and enthusiasm of some of the
most important Italian wineries to promote the culture and commercialisation of Italian high quality wine on world
markets. It unites families and brands which characterise the Italian wine-making tradition - each one extremely
innovative yet highly representative of the production of their region.

Each winery member is defined by the high standards of its products and brand image at national and international
levels. They are families and brands which encapsulate the identity of Italian wine which is synonymous with quality
and style throughout the world. The member wineries strongly adhere to tradition whilst constantly updating their
style and production methods to meet the needs of evolving markets.
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The aims of the Institute includes giving direction and incisiveness to the development of quality Italian wine and to
the brands which express this on world markets; organising and developing training and educational activities
contributing to the promotion of Italian wine culture in the world; being a recognized authority and reference point for
high quality Italian wine.

About Jeannie Cho Lee MW

One of Asia’s preeminent authorities on wine, Jeannie Cho Lee is the first Asian Master of Wine (MW). Jeannie’s first
bookAsian Palate which highlights the increasingly prominent role of wine in the dining experiences across Asia
recently won the prestigious “Best Food & Wine Pairing Book in the World” from Gourmand Awards in Paris. Jeannie
is Founder of AsianPalate.com, a website that celebrates authentic Asian cuisine and wine together. The site contains
thousands of wine ratings and reviews by Jeannie as well as a comprehensive Asian food and wine pairing guide.

Jeannie is currently a Singapore Airline’s Wine Consultant, involved in selecting all the wines served on all routes.
Jeannie’s commitment to education led her to co-found The Fine Wine School in Hong Kong with Berry Bros & Rudd.
Jeannie is a Certified Educator from UK’s Wine & Spirits Education Trust and a Certified Wine Educator (CWE) from
the US Society of Wine Educators.

Jeannie contributes regularly to renowned wine magazines such as Decanter, Wine Spectator and Revue du Vin and
also pens several wine columns which appears weekly in the South China Morning Post (Hong Kong) and in China
Business News (China) and monthly in Decanter Taiwan and Noblesse Korea. Jeannie consults and reports on market
trends, lectures at various Institute of Masters of Wine seminars and judges in international wine competitions. In
2009, Jeannie was awarded the Vinitaly International Award for her contributions to the wine industry. In 2010,
Jeannie was appointed as the face person behind a newly launched eye serum from Estee Lauder.
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#£ Marchesi Antinori (Tuscany), Ca del Bosco (Lombardy), Carpené Malvolti (Veneto), Michele Chiarlo (Piedmont),
Donnafugata (Sicily), Ambrogio e Giovanni Folonari (Tuscany), Jermann (Friuli), Alois Lagader (Alto Adige),

Lungarotti (Umbria), Masi (Veneto), Mastroberardino (Campania), Pio Cesare (Piedmont), Rivera (Apuglia), Umani
Ronchi (Marches), Tasca D’Almerita (Sicily).
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